S.A.R. Don Francesco Paternò Castello
Guttadauro di Carcaci D’Emmanuel
Ayerbe Aragona

Misterbianco, the 10th March 2021
Dear Dames and Knights of the Order,
It is now a year, since just before Easter in fact, that we began to enter fully into our
current sad situation, which prevents us carrying on life as we normally would.
Many governments have suspended the normal rights of their citizens in the attempt to
contain the spread of the Covid virus, but sadly, despite these restrictions, the hoped-for
results have not been forthcoming and hundreds of thousands of people continue to
lose their lives.
Amongst these are doctors and nurses and health workers who died particularly in the
first phase of the pandemic, because often they were sent into combat without the
necessary protective equipment. But even today this is still the case for them because
they remain in the front line attacking the illness.
To these people, for me the silent heroes, go my solidarity and unconditional gratitude.
We hope that with the roll-out of the vaccination programme matters will improve and
life may get back to normal in the medium term.
Over and above the health crisis, we also have to face the economic crisis, which puts
into grave difficulty the most vulnerable members of our society.
So many people have lost their jobs and so many businesses have been forced to close.
In Italy alone today there are an additional million people now below the poverty line,
who are obliged to turn to charity in order to feed their families. This is truly tragic in the
fullest sense of the word.
But it is in exactly times like this that we begin to realise what is important and what is not.
Oftentimes we give little value to the small things in life and how, on the other hand, life
should always be lived at every moment, without being overwhelmed by circumstances.

To stop for a moment can become a new way to start again, a new chapter in life that
can be rewritten, improved, more aware and determined than previously.
I give my most sincere thanks to our Hospitaller Service which, despite the
restrictions and the impossibility to meet in order to plan and carry out activities,
has continued to function and give its support to humanitarian activities.
We continue to work in this direction, remaining united and always in contact,
ever reinforcing our humanitarian and chivalric spirit, leaving no one behind, fully
engaged in the responsibilities which we took on when we became a knight or dame.
Believe me that I am missing you greatly but it will be all the sweeter once we are
able to meet again.
To all the Dames and Knights of our Military Order of the Collar of Saint Agatha of Paternò
I send my most affectionate wishes for a blessed Easter and may it bring peace,
love and serenity.

