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A Christmas Message from the Grand Master
Dear Knights and Dames of the Order,
We are approaching a strange Christmas, low key and with real sadness in our hearts.
Many of us have loved ones who have been struck by this virus, others have had and may still have financial
difficulties caused by it due to the numerous restrictions imposed by the authorities, but if I can adopt the
words of Gandhi: Life is not about waiting for the storm to pass, but learning to dance in the rain.
I sincerely thank those of you who have reached out to help the weak and the needy and I know that you
have done it in the spirit of chivalry which has always marked you.
To all of you and your families I send my most sincere best wishes for a Holy Christmas, certain that the
Birth of Our Saviour will illuminate the road before us and that soon the time will return when we can
embrace each other once more.
Francesco
H.R.H. don Francesco Paternò Castello Guttadauro di Carcaci e d’Emanuel Ayerbe Aragona,
Grand Master of the Order
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Reflection on the Birth of Christ
Christ is born! Let us give glory to Him!
The celebration of the anniversary of the Birth of Jesus Christ is, at the same time a way of looking backward
to a historical event some 2,020 years ago but it is also a celebration of His coming to be here with us, in our
hearts, in our lives here and now. This is why we refer to Jesus as “Emmanuel” which means “God is with
us”. Take careful note that it means God IS with us, in the present tense. It’s not merely a statement of the
past; of something from long ago and far away. Rather, it is close and personal to us; it is intimate. God breaks
into our lives again as if for the first time to remind us that we are loved, we are cared for, we belong to Him.
Of course, it is easy to say that the reason God the Son was born into human history was to save us from the
power of sin and death. That would, certainly be true. And there is good reason to rejoice in that. Despite our
sins God came to save us because He saw us as worthy of being saved. He sees us not as evil, but as His
children who go astray and who need His help and guidance to find the way home. So, He came Himself, the
Good Shepherd to lead His flock and to lay down His life for the sheep.
But, it is more than that. Even if we had not sinned God would still have had a strong desire to be with us as
one of us. It was not merely to accomplish a task that God came to be with us. Jesus was born into the world
to live as we do in all things (except sin) because He loves us. It is a point of contact between us. We can unite
our earthly sufferings to His and He can show us that following Him means walking, as He did, through death
and into a new and glorified life.
Perhaps this year of 2020 - this difficult, and awful, and sad year- we need to be reminded of that more than
ever. The whole world is struggling and needs a renewed message of hope, of peace, and of love. Such things
come in no better way and from no better a messenger than Jesus Christ Himself. Even though our celebrations
will be different and may seem odd one thing this year will be the same as every other year: God is with us!
Once again we place our joys and sorrows, our hopes and fears, our blessings and our trials in His loving
hands and we find a reason to continue on and even to rejoice in the face of hardship. A child is born in
Bethlehem, Alleluia!
Fr Guy Sylvester
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HE Don Ramon Anthin MJ MOC
The Duke of Perpignan has seen fit to raise H.E. don Ramon Anthin GC MJ MOC Baron of Giardini Naxos to the
rank of Count of Giardini Naxos.

Black Tie Dinner in Stockholm

Despite the difficult circumstances – not least his own recovery from COVID-19 – Don Evert Grahn organized a
Black Tie Dinner for 28 people on behalf of the Commandery of Oregrundiae, within the safety regulations, at the
Odd Fellow House in Stockholm on the 4th September. Beforehand there was a display of fencing (the sword variety)
on the roof and afterwards a lottery raised 10,000 SEK for the Terra Nordica charitable foundation.

The Military Order of the Collar: the very beginning
The Military Order of the Collar was founded by
King Alfonso III of Aragon (far right) on the 23rd
January 1289 as a knightly institution with the
purpose of defending Minorca. The member
knights were obliged to live in the Fortress of Saint
Agatha (right), situated in the region of Saint
Agatha, and so were known as “the knights from
Saint Agatha”. They were each allocated a plot of
land on the newly conquered island sufficient to
maintain them in arms with a horse (“cavalleria”).
The cavallerias were still active in the year 1600
and some are claimed to have survived into the
19th century. When don Ignazio, Prince of Biscari, travelled to the Balearics in the mid 18th century the remaining
descendants told him of this ancient chivalric institution known as “the knights from Saint Agatha”. His travel diary
was found by the 7th Duke of Carcaci who published them in his book on the MOC in 1849. Much of the historic research
has been made possible by the findings of Professor Elena Lourie in her article “La colonización cristiana de Menorca
durante el Reinado de Alfonso III ‘El Liberal’, rey de Aragón”.
The Balearic Islands (Majorca, Minorca and Ibiza) were an independent kingdom within the Crown of Aragon 1276 –
1349 and, according to international law, the consequent dynastic rights, including those related to chivalric orders and
knightly associations, continue through the hereditary office of the Head of the House. It seems that after the mediaeval
period only sporadic conferments of knighthood were made, until in the 18th century the association appears as the
MOC and is more and more a dynastic Order, receiving formal Statutes in the middle of the 19th century, thereafter a
hierarchical organisation with formal recognition from the reigning monarchs in the kingdom of the Two Sicilies.
To be continued…
Jan-Olov von Wowern
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The Double Cross on My Coat of Arms
The history of the symbol (charge) I have chosen on my coat of arms dates back
about 150 years. Sometime in the middle of the 19th century, a great-greatgrandfather of mine was a merchant (dealing in a range of goods, but principally all
manner of dried fruits) and travelled through the Ottoman Empire. During one of
these trips he visited Jerusalem worshipped at the grave of Jesus Christ. He had
concluded that he had to place his own mark on the wooden crates in which he sent
his products. He was aware that this should not be a typical Christian symbol,
because the Christians in the Ottoman Empire were persecuted. He probably saw
this sign depicting two overlapping crosses.
The symbol of the Double Cross otherwise the Cross of St. Constantine was
described by some Byzantine chroniclers as coming from heaven and scattering
light in all directions. And so, my great-great-grandfather began to use this sign
in his trade deals. It should be noted that in stylized form it also exists in the Bulgarian folk embroidery.
As a child I had seen this sign on some wooden elements and I have heard this story from my grandmother. I knew
from history that St. Constantine, before the decisive battle of the Milvian Bridge (see the reproduction of Romano’s
fresco below), had a vision of God showing him the double cross and promising him, that "with this symbol you will
win". It should also be pointed that Constantine was one of the wisest Roman emperors carrying for his subjects in the
Eastern part of the Empire which he loved very much. He often repeated that “Serdica (the ancient name of Sofia city)
is my Rome”. That is why I wanted to use it for my coat of arms.
Iliya Ganev

Canon Giuseppe Maieli and Canon Pasquale Munzone

Monsignor Gristina, the Archbishop of Catania has appointed two of our chaplains,
Fr Giusppe Maieli Gr. Coll. MOC and Fr Pasquale Munzone GC MOC to be
Canons of the Cathedral. Congratulations to both!

The next time you see a photo of them they will have changed the colour of their
pompoms.
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The Officers of the Royal Aragonese College of Arms
In this part we would like to present the different offices and officers of RACA. There are three levels of officers:
The King of Arms (their coats of arms of office below), the Heralds and the Pursuivants with the highest ranks
mentioned first. The persons holding these offices can be found at https://real-aragon.org/wp/raca/racaofficers/

The head of RACA is always The Perpignan King of Arms. Their responsibilities are regulated by the statues for RACA.
The work of Heralds and Pursuivants is done under the supervision of a King of Arms.
What most people experience from the work of RACA is the Coat of Arms that is awarded, in the name of the head of
the Royal house, by a King of Arms. A Coat of Arms can be either a new Coat of Arms or the recognition of a Coat of
Arms that already is registered by another foreign body. All the Coat of Arms are registered in LONA (The Golden
Book of the Aragonese Nobility). When a person is awarded a Coat of Arms, they, most often, receive a Letter patent
signed a sealed by a King of Arms. The only exception of this is when the Head of the Royal family himself awards a
person a noble title and/or a Coat of Arms contained within the document granting that title.
The work of producing a coat of arms can be quite laborious when ideas are exchanged between the person to be awarded
and the officer of RACA. Sometimes the person has a non-noble coat of arms that their family has been using but has
not been recognised by any official body. In other cases, the person has a name that can be used by symbolising parts
of the name in the Coat of Arms. A new Coat of Arms can also reflect the interests, properties, education or work of the
person. Here we must make a point that a Coat of Arms is not only for the person that is awarded the Coat of Arms but
also for his or her children for all future so the personal interests should not be too significant when designing a new
Coat of Arms.
Since we are now getting closer to one of the most important holidays in Christianity, we would like to add the Coat of
Arms of Santa Claus that could be found on the internet:

Anders Bager
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End-of-year Wishes!
2020 started so well, apparently, and we had such plans for it. But nothing turned out as we had imagined, yet we soldier
on. I truly hope you have all remained well in mind and body despite all that has happened over these many months, I
hope moreover that we are now turning the corner and can soon resume our normal activities. So, I end this Bulletin
wishing you and your loved ones a Blessed Christmas with all the joy that this brings, and I do sincerely hope we can
all meet up again early in 2021!

A blessed Christmas for you and your loved ones with all the joys of the birth of our infant Saviour!
Stay well in mind and body, until we meet again!

Stephen
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